
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, September 11th, 2017 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

The City of Belton Parks Board held a meeting on Monday, August 7, in the Simpson Room at the Harris 
Community Center. Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Daniel Bucher, Ted Smith, Diane 
Ring, and Chair Josh Pearson. City staff in attendance included Director of Parks Recreation, Matt Bates, 
and Assistant Parks & Recreation Director, James Grant, Events Coordinator Katrina McGaughey, and 
Asst. Parks Superintendent Al Godderz. 
 

1. Call to Order. 

Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM. 

 

2. Public Comments. 

None. 

 

3. Consider Minutes from the March 6, 2017, Parks Board Meeting. 

Ms. Ring made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Mr. Bucher seconded the motion. 

Minutes were approved unanimously, 4-0. 

 

4. Consider Minutes from the August 8, 2017, Parks Board Meeting. 

Mr. Bucher made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Ms. Ring seconded the motion. 

Minutes were approved unanimously, 4-0. 

 

5. Receive an end-of-season report from Eric Johnson, President of Belton Youth Softball 

Association. 

Mr. Eric Johnson referenced the financial report provided to the Parks Board and explained that 

fall expenses would include paying umpires and league fees. Mr. Johnson expressed their goal of 

getting the association out of debt through concession sales. He went on to say that since no 

information was provided to him regarding Spring Ball, he researched online to determine how 

many district and state tournaments had BYSA represented.  

 

Mr. Johnson explained that the association had held some meetings and formed five different 

committees to address concerns that had been raised, and that he believes the association is 

moving in a positive direction. Mr. Johnson also expressed the associations’ intentions to clean out 

and improve the concession stands. Mr. Johnson explained that they had a great turnout for Fall 

Ball, and as he understood, it is more than usual. He told the board that they will practice and hold 

their games Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday nights, taking care to avoid Wednesday and Friday 

evenings. He also said there will be an end of season tournament the last weekend in October. Mr. 

Johnson went on to say that in January there would be a new TTAB Rule book, and that he had 

requested a TTAB tournament in Belton, as he believes it is good for both BYSA and the City of 

Belton alike. Mr. Johnson said he believes BYSA is getting back on its feet.  

Mr. Bucher asked Mr. Johnson how the BYSA board is going. Mr. Johnson said that it was going 

well overall.  

Mr. Bates stated that Fall can sometimes be an uncertain time, and that Spring may be a better 

indicator of how BYSA is doing. Mr. Johnson said that the associations are working on a 

streamlined website for sports registration. 

 

 



6. Board and/or Staff Comments. 

Mr. Bates introduced Ms. Katrina McGaughey, the Parks and Recreation Departments new events 

coordinator. Mr. Bates told the board about their recent event, “Soggy Doggy Day”, where they 

fenced off the splash pad on September 9th and allowed people to bring their dogs. Mr. Bates 

explained that the event was very successful, with an estimated 250 dogs attending throughout the 

event. Mr. Bates explained that the event went very well with no major incidents. Mr. Bates then 

stated that this event was two-fold. One, that it was a good end of season event for the splash pad, 

and two, to help the city gauge interest in a potential dog park. Mr. Bates said that it is clear a dog 

park is needed, and that the city is exploring options for locations. 

 

7. Adjourn. 

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 5:46 PM. 


